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| grew up in the South Jamaica section of Queens, NY and was raised in a household and
community that taught family first and service to others. This is the mindset with which | have
pursued life. After getting my start as a nurses? aide, | eventually advanced to EKG
technician, and later to supervisor of the EKG department, and finally retired after 37 years of
service. During the course of my career, | served on various committees to improve employee
relations, educate employees, and unite the hospital and community, and | was recognized for
the New York City Health and Hospital Corporation?s achievement award for bringing
diversity to the work force, among other awards.

I have committed much of my life to being a parent to my two wonderful children and to being
actively involved in the local community, and | have taken pride in those roles. So when |
suffered a stroke in 2004, my life in those roles was threatened. It was only months later that |
lost vision in both eyes, and in 2005, | was diagnosed with acute renal failure. This was hard
news for my children because they lost their father to renal failure in 1981.

Although traumatic, | never had the chance to lose hope. My children stepped in with the
unwavering determination, resiliency and faith they were raised to have. Surrounded by this
love and support, | made it through those tough times and came out ready to make an impact
on anyone | could help.

| continue to serve as a pillar in my church, serving as a senior usher and intercessor. |
recently developed Single Mothers in Christ, a spiritually-based empowerment and mentoring
program for single mothers of the church. Now, | welcome the opportunity to serve as a DPC
Board Member, in hopes of providing preventive education to the world, serving as a voice of
hope for survivors of renal failure and serving as a voice of consciousness to elected officials
and health care providers.
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